(From the Bacteriological Department, School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta)
The records of the routine work carried out in the bacteriological laboratory of the School of Tropical Medicine during the past nine years show that the commonest non-lactosefermenting bacilli isolated from stools resemble in their fermentative properties the Bacillus pseudo-carolinus described by Castellani in 1917 (Castellani and Chalmers, 1919 ). An analysis of the intestinal non-lactose-fermenters isolated during 1934 extracted from the report of the department (Pasricha, 1935 ) is a typical example of the findings each year. ' The 3,675 specimens of stools examined from the Carmichael Hospital for Tropical Diseases were collected from 1,220 inpatients. Very few of the patients were suffering from acute bacillary dysentery; the majority of the patients were suffering from vague abdominal symptoms or were those in whom the clinical condition was suspected to be due to some intestinal infection. From the 3,675 specimens examined we isolated non-lactose-fermenting organisms from 691 samples. The number of times and the number of cases from which these organisms were isolated is shown in the above table.
These figures cannot be taken to represent the real incidence of bacterial infections in Calcutta, but they give an idea of the comparative frequency of the different organisms. Nearly 30 per cent of the patients admitted into the hospital for various diseases were found to pass non-lactose-fermenting bacilli. The organism most frequently found in the samples was Bact. pseudo-carolinus.
Attention has been drawn repeatedly to the frequency of the association of this bacillus to various conditions, from acute dvsenterv to vague abdominal symptoms. We have found this organism in almost pure culture in some cases of acute dysenterv in which, in spite of repeated search, no other causative organism was isolated. Acton (1928 and 1929) and Acton and Knowles (1928) 
